Schwartz and his colleagues have compiled an impressive work (702 pages?) that at first sight covers the entire spectrum of both old and new public health. Publication of the book may be considered the hallmark of the re-emergence of public health as a full-grown (academic) field in Germany. With a glorious past of the field, public health development was abruptly halted there with the National-Socialist ideology of "Sozialhygiene" in the 1930s and 1940s. The "Health Movement" (Gesundheitsbewegung) emerging in the 1970s and 1980s sparked a new interest in public health, and the exploding numbers of Schools of Public Health in Germanspeaking parts of Europe in the 1990s show that public health is back. Even more, public health development in Germany and its neighbours has not been suffering from the Law of Diminishing Returns: an entirely new start was possible, and the continuous reference to concepts of New Public Health throughout the book shows that innovation has found fertile soil in the countries at which the book is aiming. 
